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On 14 March, the 2nd Annual Commem-
oration of the Declaration of Peace and 
Cessation of War (DPCW) was held in 166 
cities across 71 countries including South 
Korea, Zimbabwe, Namibia, South Africa 
and the United States.

This event focused on the achievable 
outcomes made possible through current 

S P O T L I G H T 

and future action plans for implementing 
the DPCW, which HWPL proclaimed on 
14 March 2016 at 3:14 pm as a solution for 
establishing global peace and resolving 
conflicts. Furthermore, the event intro-
duced the results of advocating the DPCW, 
building a culture of peace, and promoting 
religious harmony based on the principles 
contained in the DPCW. 

2nd Annual Commemoration 
of the Declaration of Peace and 
Cessation of War (DPCW)
-  A Call for Building a World of Peace and Realizing Justice

■ Building a World of Peace and Realizing 
Justice

Violent extremism is now escalating 
worldwide, contributing greatly to dis-
crimination and intolerance based on 
differences in belief or ideology, and this 
is a serious threat to building a world of 
sustainable peace. Increasingly intensified 
and diversified aspects of modern conflicts 
demand a new approach to conflict reso-
lution. In today’s interconnected society, 
comprehensive cooperation among vari-
ous sectors of society is essential in build-
ing a just, sustainable, and peaceful future.
To that end, HWPL aims to establish an 
international legal instrument that con-
tains provisions concerning international 
cooperation, respect for international law, 
freedom of religion, and the spreading of 
a culture of peace, as the basis for build-
ing a world of peace. This is to overcome 
armed conflicts among nations, violence 
and discrimination arising from religious 

and ethnic rivalries, and other disputes 
caused by unreasonable standards, thus 
realizing justice, which HWPL defines as 
a fair social system, equality, and a social 
consensus achieved according to the giv-
en procedures and rules.
In his keynote speech, HWPL chairman 
Man Hee Lee said, “Laws of today can-
not compensate for the lives sacrificed 
in wars, and that is why we need a law 
to end all wars, a legal instrument that 
can protect human lives,” emphasizing 
the purpose of hosting the event. He also 
appealed to the participants by saying, 
“Rather than waiting to take peace for 
granted, we should be the ones to put an 
end to all wars to protect humanity and 
our world, and leave peace as a legacy for 
future generations.” 

Shedding new light on the role of the youth towards world peace 
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■ Shedding New Light on the Role of 
Youth towards World Peace

When a war breaks out, it is the youth who 
take up arms and go out on the battlefield. 
As youth are the first ones to sacrifice 
their lives at war fronts, youth have begun 
to raise their voices and stand up for their 
own future. Young Min Chung, Director of 
IPYG, said “We IPYG have decided to send 
out handwritten letters to the heads of 
every state and urge them to support and 
sign for the 10 articles and 38 clauses of the 
DPCW. Although it may seem small in the 
beginning, once the letters are gathered 
from all around the world, all the heads of 
state will respond and take action.” Ex-
pressing the will to achieve peace through 
the voices of the youth, he added that IPYG 
with youth will work with passion and 
devotion to bring a peaceful world where 
no more youth will suffer tragedies and 
are sacrificed. 

Under the slogan, “Together for peace as 
messengers of peace,” participants will 
further develop and adjust action plans 
based on the outcomes achieved for world 
peace and cessation of war. Also, they will 
actively encourage increased participation 
from international and regional NGOs, 
affiliated organizations and activists, 
policymakers, political leaders, religious 
leaders, civil society, including women and 
youth groups, and the press.
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The Time to Know Peace 
Through History “A Girl’s 
Flower that Couldn’t Fully 
Bloom”

On February 28th, the event titled “A Girl’s 
Flower that Couldn’t Fully Bloom” was 
held with the theme of “Military Sexual 
Slavery by Japan” at the history museum 
in Wonju-si, Gangwon-do, South Korea. 
Military sexual slavery refers to women 

War). 
Research has concluded that the estimated 
number of victims is 200,000, includ-
ing 239 women who have officially been 
reported to the South Korean government, 
and approximately 30 survivors as of 2018. 
This event, hosted by several youth groups 
including the International Peace Youth 
Group (IPYG), was organized to alert the 
youth to the tragedy of war and the neces-
sity for peace, and furthermore to promote 
the sense of duty for peace among the 
younger generation.

A beautiful melody from the orchestral 
ensemble illuminated the beginning of 
the event. Shortly after, Lee Jung Sun 
Ahn, the representative of the coalition of 
JungShinDae, Inc, honored the event with 
a speech. Upon hearing the news of a peace 
event with the theme of “Comfort Women”, 
Ahn gave a message about the tragedy of 
war and the role of youth today.

In addition, the youth prepared a per-
formance, offering their gratitude to 
grandmothers who suffered as “comfort 
women”; these women are still trying to 
tell the truth of past events even after 
suffering through horrendous pain. After 
the performance, presentations from IPYG 
members continued. Mohammad Hossain, 
a member of IPYG and an internation-
al student from Bangladesh, stated, “A 
human being’s love for peace is universal. 
Nowadays, young people from every coun-
try are working with IPYG to end wars and 

F E A T U R E  A R T I C L E  1

South Korean youth overcome painful history and become mes-
sengers of peace

who were forced into sexual activity by the 
Japanese military in “comfort stations” es-
tablished under the pretext of conducting 
the war efficiently from 1931 (when Japan 
staged the Manchurian Incident) to 1945 
(when Japan was defeated in the Pacific 

violence and to restore peace around the 
world. So, I am very happy to be a mem-
ber of IPYG. I would like to urge this to all 
youth - please be united, stand up against 
war, and work together to achieve peace 
around the world.” Through this, Mr. Hos-
sain emphasized the importance of youth 
participation for peace, in order to avoid 
repeating the heartbreak and tragedy of 
the past.

Guests in attendance conveyed messag-
es of appreciation to IPYG, as the event 
allowed them to re-think and realize the 
necessity of peace. Furthermore, on be-
coming members of IPYG, they promised 
to participate in future IPYG activities and 
to work with youth to bring peace to Korea 
and the world.

Strengthened and inspired by the de-
termination of the youth, IPYG will hold 
ongoing peace activities, share the news 
of peace, and carry on the march of peace 
work. Furthermore, we invite the youth 
who attended this event to the 2nd an-
niversary commemoration of the Decla-
ration of Peace and the Cessation of War 
(DPCW). The commemoration will demon-
strate that the DPCW is the practical 
solution for achieving peace and also that 
youth can become the leaders of peace in 
today’s era. The warm spring breeze blows 
in March 2018, illustrating that the youth 
of South Korea will become messengers 
with IPYG to bring the winds of peace.
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On February 18th, “The Harmony of Peace” event was held 
at the Blacktown Showground in Sydney. This event was 
co-hosted by the International Peace Youth Group and the 
peace organization Moving Forward Together.     

Sydney has been named the “small global village” as 
it houses people from various countries with diverse 
cultures, religions, and languages. The spirit of concord 
in which different notes harmoniously come together is 
crucial in Sydney where so many cultures coexist. Hence, 
a peace forum that united the hearts of the people in Syd-
ney was especially noteworthy.  

This event, which celebrated International Mother 
Language Day, was held to emphasize the idea that “we 
are one in peace” though we speak different languages. 
Countless local organizations as well as youth partici-
pated in the event, sharing their cultures, religions, and 
languages to create a forum for multicultural harmony. 

Breaking down the walls of language, culture, 
and religion with the harmony of peace

F E A T U R E  A R T I C L E  2

Sydney, a small global village, 
becomes one with the harmony 
of peace

▶
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The citizens of Sydney wrote messages of 
peace on ribbons to express their earnest 
desire for peace. Through an introduction 
to IPYG’s peace activities, they were able 
to see that youth around the world have 
united to stand for peace.
More than 100 people from numerous 
cultural backgrounds attended the event, 
including members from Muslim and 
Sikh organizations, multicultural disa-
bility groups, and individuals from the 
Philippines and Pakistan. Among those 
in attendance was Mr. Ray Williams, New 
South Wale’s Minister of Multiculturalism, 
who said, “Peace education is important 
just as education of language is important. 
And international peace works are also 
essential, so I would like to support IPYG 
to do works for peace.” Furthermore, Mr. 
Stephen Bali, Mayor of Blacktown, shared 

his hopes as he expressed, “Please invite 
me when you have wonderful peace activi-
ties in Blacktown. I look forward to having 
a lot of events here in Sydney.”    

IPYG will continue to act as an avenue to 
create a culture of peace in Sydney, the 
small global village, by opening a platform 
where ideas can be exchanged to promote 
understanding. As Moving Forward To-
gether’s vision is to become one in har-
mony (the spirit of harmony and concord) 
by breaking down the barriers of culture 
and religion, IPYG and Moving Forward 
Together will join efforts to create a world 
that is united in peace. The two organi-
zations expressed their hope to witness 
more people participating in similar peace 
activities.   
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IPYG Lights Peace in 
the “City of Light,” 
Gwangju

On February 24, IPYG hosted an event titled the Candle 
of Peace at a youth culture space called The New Wave in 
Gwangju City. The event’s program had cultural activities 
for the youth to introduce the topic, establishing world 
peace, and make it approachable and interesting for the 
participants.

The program opened with an introduction of the meaning 
of the event and the host, IPYG. DIY peace candle-mak-
ing, a discussion session for establishing peace, and palm 
print peace signatures delivered the message encouraging 
youths to become a beacon of peace to protect themselves 
and other youths and to build a society free of conflict and 
war. 
During the DIY Peace Candle Making, participants made 
candles together in different shapes, sizes, colors, and 
scents. Like candles that brighten a corner in the dark, 
participants were reminded that they, as the youth, can 
be a light for the world. Adding a message for peace to 

F E A T U R E  A R T I C L E  3

A Culture of Peace Resonates with the Youth 
and Builds Main Actors in Establishing World 
Peace

▶
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their handmade candles, participants made a promise 
with one another to think about peace whenever they 
light up the candle of peace. As they waited for their can-
dles to set and dry, participants enjoyed arts and crafts 
that signify peace. By tracing their hand on paper and 
cutting the shape out, they made Palm Peace Signatures. 

Determined to be the main actors in establishing peace, 
all the youth at the event had a discussion on realizing 
peace titled The Role of The Youth in Establishing World 
Peace. Among many opinions that were presented, some 
of the most appreciated ones were that our society needs 
more harmony and that it can be achieved through con-
versation, cooperation, understanding, and respect.
The majority of presenters agreed that the youth must 
take the role of the main players who will build a society 
of peace and exude their efforts. 
During the final section before the event ended, everyone 
at the event signed up to become members of the IPYG 
and to continue working to make a peaceful global com-
munity. 

Earlier in late January, IPYG hosted another event spread-
ing the culture of peace. That event was themed on the 
reunification of the Korean Peninsula titled Piece of Peace 
with 100 youths in attendance. 
IPYG is set to have monthly peace events to inform the 
youth and spread the culture of peace by building a world 
of peace together with the youth.
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Melbourne Speeds 
Towards the Goal of Peace

Melbourne is a melting pot and sports 
play a significant role in the coexistence, 
creation, and development of its various 
cultures. As an example, Somalis, who 
began to settle in Australia in the early 
1990s, are developing a culture of coexist-
ence through soccer. Through soccer, they 
are able to meet and form bonds with each 
other. On February 11, the International 
Peace Youth Group (IPYG) and the Somali-

Somalian community by introducing the 
IPYG to them.

Adam, the head of the Somalian Soccer 
Community said, “We played a really good 
game and I want to continue playing the 
game afterwards. The IPYG Peace soccer 
event was so nice and next time I would 
like to invite more members of the Somali-
an Soccer Community to the IPYG event”.

A F F I L I A T E S  U P D A T E 

The youth of Melbourne become one with the Somali community 
through sports to make peace known

an Soccer Community held the IPYG Peace 
Soccer Festival for the unity of Melbourne 
and its Somali community.

The IPYG members, the Melbourne youth, 
and the Somalian Soccer Community 
members played friendly games of soccer. 
Soccer was a medium for the youth to cre-
ate friendships. Furthermore, they were 
able to spread the culture of peace to the 

From now on, soccer will not be just a 
sport, but it will be a way for people to un-
derstand and respect each other’s cultures, 
and moreover, a way for people to work 
towards peace together. Also, the IPYG 
members and the youth of Melbourne will 
continue to work together in other com-
munities for the development of peace in 
the area as well as peace in the world.



Zainul Fuad

In January 2018, the youth members of 
the IPYG pledged to work for peace at the 
Youth Peace Network Conference held in 
Indonesia receiving great attention from 
the international community. The IPYG 
especially interviewed Mr. Zainul Fuad, 
the director of the Center for Peace Studies 
in Medan. 

Mr. Zainul Fuad attended the WARP Sum-

I N T E R V I E W

Center for Peace Studies The State Islamic University of North Sumatra

Until All the Youth in Indonesia Become Members of the IPYG 
Meeting with Mr. Zainul Fuad, A Peace Ambassador Who Loves HWPL

mit in 2016 and 2017. He has been organ-
izing peace seminars and peace walks in 
Medan, Indonesia every year supporting 
the peace initiatives of HWPL. 
 
1. How is it going with the HWPL Pub-
lic Information Center?

I have coordinated with the rector, and 
he agreed to open the HWPL Public 

Information Center in UIN North Sumatra. 
We will place the office inside the main 
library so that visitors of the library can 
easily access the HWPL information.

2. After finishing the HWPL Public In-
formation Center, how will you cooper-
ate with HWPL?

As a peace ambassador of HWPL in North 
Sumatra, of course, I will help to arrange 
any events to spread the message of peace 
and activities under the cooperation with 
HWPL and IPYG, as well as activities 
organized by our university through the 
Center of Peace Studies of the UIN North 
Sumatra such as regular seminars and 
workshops. I will also initiate financial 
aid for students who can write a thesis on 
peace and conflict resolution. Additionally, 
we would like to arrange a photo exhibi-
tion with the theme, "Spread Peace Among 
You,” a command of our Prophet that must 

be implemented in reality. For the next 
short term activity, we are preparing for 
an international peace seminar inviting 
other universities in North Sumatra with 
great hope. Thank you very much to all 
our peace loving family.

Mr. Zainul Fuad thought that it would not 
be easy to achieve true peace at first, but 
he said that peace can be achieved if he 
cooperates with HWPL and IPYG. Also, he 
expressed his will of making all the youth 
in Indonesia become members of the IPYG 
through the peace walk event which will 
be held on the 25th of May. 

IPYG NEWSLE T TER
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A call to us all 
“Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions”

Peace is a state of “harmony and the 
absence of hostility”. This is what we 
need to make the World a better place 
for both the present generation and the 
generation yet unborn. Governments of 
all Nations, private and public organ-
izations, profit and non-profit organ-
izations must join hands together to 
contribute to building a peaceful World, 
no one should be left behind.

The 16th Goal of the United Nations 
Sustainable Development Goals speaks 
about “Peace, Justice and Strong In-
stitutions”.  Day by day, national and 
international unrest, conflicts and wars 
have made the World to be increasingly 
separated, migration is on the increase, 
abuse and kidnapping, economic dis-
tortion and all other destructive results 
of armed violence and insecurity. Peace 
and Strong Institutions are achievable, 
we only need to contribute our part.

L E T T E R  T O  I P Y G

I am proud to be associated with HWPL, IPYG. HWPL and IPYG has re-
lentlessly promoted peace and cessation of war over the years, aligning 
herself to the 16th goal of the SDG, by supporting various peace activ-
ities among youths and women around Nations of the World, bringing 
people of all races, religion, culture, believe and classes together during 
the yearly summit in South Korea. Where we all come together as a 
family to build our trust, strengthen our relationships and cooperation 
toward cessation of war and promotion of peace at our various com-
munities. It was such a good and impactful experience for me, also to 
many others who have participated.

This is a call to us all, just like the Chairman of HWPL, Man Hee Lee, 
we need to commit our resources, energy and time to “strengthen 
relevant national institutions, including through international cooper-
ation, for building capacity at all level to prevent and combat terrorism 
and crime”. I stand for Peace, I stand for Unity and I stand for equal 
access to Justice for all.

The future of every Nation is the Youth, the power of every Society lies 
in the Youth and the Leaders of our tomorrow are the Youths, we need 
to nurture and make them grow in Love and Peace, by this they will 
value appreciate and protect life and everything that is in it. 

To IPYG and the team, it is such a wonderful experience to meet youth 
of like minds who are passionate to unite the youths of all Nations, 
thanks for the good work you guys are doing, may you be richly blessed 
in return.

Olugbenga Olatunji Odukoya
Executive Director of Peace and Life Enhancement Initiative International
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