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S P O T L I G H T  1

The IPYG Hosted Lecture  
and The Opening Ceremony of 
North and South,  
Let’s Be “US” Again
- The lecture under the theme of ‘The Role of Youth and Civil  

  Society for the Peaceful Unification of the Korean Peninsula’

- Appointed 1,000 Korean youth for the peaceful unification of  

  the Korean Peninsula
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On Feb 9th, the International Peace Youth Group (IPYG) hosted the lecture 

and opening ceremony of the campaign for the peaceful unification of the 

Korean Peninsula - titled North and South, Let’s be “US” Again - at the Grand 

Hilton Hotel, Seoul, South Korea.

The campaign - called North and South, Let’s be “US” Again - is a campaign 

for the peaceful unification of the Korean Peninsula in which youth consider 

the matter of the unification of their own nation first and foster this prac-

tical campaign for unification through gathering the voices of citizens and 

cooperating with various lay-people. Its name contains the meaning that 

youth and regular citizens can bring the currently divided North and South 

back together. Stating the aim of the event, the representative from the IPYG 

said, “We can no longer remain spectators to the threat of war on the Korean 

Peninsula due to the long-lasting ceasefire”. This event aims to solve the issues 

of unification mainly through the Korean youth. 

Under the theme of ‘Youth, Picturing Peace on the 

Korean Peninsula in the Future,’ the event had 

two sessions. During the first session, the opening 

remark, congratulatory message, and lectures 

were delivered. Then, the opening ceremony of 

the first class of the campaign, the announcement 

of the joint statement, and a special performance 

followed in the second session. 

Attending the event were Chan Il Ahn, the Director 

of the World Institute of North Korea Studies; Keun 

Ho Lee, Chief Director of the Korean Buddhist 

Broadcasting System (KBB); and Seon Take Wang, 

the reporter of YTN who delivered the lecture, as 

well as people from diverse backgrounds such as 

politics, youth, religious members, and press who 

Mr. Ho Kwon Jang, a visiting professor at Hanshin University, giving the congratulatory message

encouraged the youth who were dreaming of a 

peaceful unification of the Korean Peninsula. 

In the congratulatory message, Professor Jang 

said, “when I saw a dramatic meeting between 

leaders of North and South on the news, I antici-

pated the day in which the hope of our people is 

fulfilled”. Also, he expressed a great expectation 

for the campaign that the IPYG will play an im-

portant role in eliminating the conflicts among 

generations and achieve peaceful unification  

with one heart as mature citizens. In addition, 

emphasizing that activeness, pureness, and pas-

sion are the strengths of youth, he appealed to 

youth to participate in the campaign with a firm 

belief in unification.



Mr. Seon Take Wang, reporter for YTN, giving a lecture
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Mr. Young Min Chung who is the General Director 

of the IPYG stressed that “the Korean Peninsula 

is the only divided nation in the world. Yet it was 

not the decision of the Korean people. Peace-

ful unification of the Korean Peninsula is the 

inevitable gateway into sustainable prosperity 

and an advanced nation.” He added, “The IPYG 

will voice out for a peaceful unification of the 

Korean Peninsula and their hopes for it will 

be eventually heard by the government. As a 

part of that project, various other campaigns 

are organized for the peaceful unification of 

the Korean Peninsula and will be conducted 

in each area from today. I kindly suggest that 

each one of you here be actively involved in 

this campaign.” 

Following the congratulatory message, speakers 

from society, religion, and the press delivered 

lectures with the theme of the role of civil so-

Mr. Chan Il Ahn, the director of the WINKS, giving a lecture

Mr. Keun Ho Lee, the chief director 
 of KBB, giving a lecture

IPYG representatives announcing 
the joint statement

Pariticants of the event repeating 
the joint statement

After that, Mr. Keun Ho Lee, the director of KBB, 

delivered a lecture titled ‘Rain-soaked Snow Cannot 

be Accumulated’ about a country not prepared for 

unification. Pointing out the issues that might arise 

due to unprepared-for unification, he highlighted, 

“Even if Korea is united socially and economically, if 

it still has religious conflict, then what happened in 

Ireland can take place in Korea as well.” Mentioning 

the clause banning the discrimination of religions 

(Article 8, Clause 2) from the DPCW, he stated that 

all people from different religions have to respect 

each other and live in harmony. 

Emphasizing critical thinking in the news in a 

lecture titled ‘Tips for Understanding News about 

North Korea,’ Mr. Wang stated, “when it comes to the 

issues between North and South, it is necessary for 

us to understand the concept of a divided regime, 

armistice regime, and peace regime. In addition, 

we need to make an effort for this matter as main 

actors and not as observers.” 

ciety in the peaceful unification of the Korean 

Peninsula. 

For the lecture titled ‘Dreaming of a United 

 Korea’, Mr. Ahn, the director of WINKS, stressed, 

“When Korea is united, the state of war we ex-

perience would truly come to cease-fire. Youth 

should prepare the unification with passion-

ate hearts. If Korea is united within 20 years, 

Korea can become a much stronger country 

in the world.” 



IPYG NEWSLETTER IPYG NEWSLETTER

8 9

Mr. Ji Bum Kim, the director of the IPYG, stated, 

“Unification is the work that will change the 

world. Through the IPYG’s Peace Letter Campaign 

in 2018, I am convinced that the youth have the 

power to change the world. This campaign is for 

the full completion of the peaceful unification 

of Korea with the power that youth have.” 

At the event, youth participants performed with 

paper fans to show their firm determination 

for a peaceful unification. 

In the closing remark, Man Hee Lee, Chairman 

of HWPL stated, “unification is not something 

impossible to achieve. It is unification: when 

one can live anywhere within his nation. 

Paper fan performance by youth

Chairman Man Hee Lee giving general remarks

Because of the tragic war, many people died. Why 

do people of the same country still need to point 

guns at each other? We need to finish this. If no 

one else can achieve unification, youth have to 

take the lead.” Expressing the unstinting support 

for the campaign, he added, “even though no one 

does the work of unification, youth need to stand 

and work toward it.” 

Meanwhile, the campaign has been conducted for 

four weeks throughout South Korea. Starting with 

the opening ceremony on Feb 9th, the campaign 

was followed by the commemorative event of the 

March 1st Movement, other various campaigns by 

each branch and the closing ceremony.



S P O T L I G H T  2 

Opening of the Peace Letter 
Campaign Page on Peace 
Initiative (PI) Website 
The Spread of the Peace Letter 
Campaign on the Internet
Anyone around the world can easily access 

and join the campaign

The International Peace Youth Group (IPYG), which is an international peace 

network empowering youth, has conducted the Peace Letter Campaign with 

851 organizations from 111 countries since 2018. Through the Peace Letter 

Campaign, youth around the world became peace messengers and wrote 

the letter urging their heads of state to support the Declaration of Peace 

and Cessation of War (DPCW). 

The IPYG has increased its scope of the campaign from off-line to on-line.  

A new page for the Peace Letter Campaign was opened on the website of 

Peace Initiative (PI) which is a global journalist network for peace in collab-

oration with Heavenly Culture, World Peace, Restoration of Light (HWPL).  

The way to join the campaign is simple. Have an access to this link,  

http://peaceinitiative.net/peace-letter; fill out the form including your 

name and nationality; and write a peace letter. Anyone who hopes for peace 

can write the peace letter anytime and anywhere, thereby contributing to 

achievement of peace. 

The peace letters that are collected will be sent to heads of state to call 

them to support the DPCW at the national level. To show the support of 

the DPCW at the national level, it will be written in the form of a national 

declaration. For the DPCW to be submitted to the UN as a resolution, it is 

significant to gain support from the heads of state around the world. The 

online peace letters from the world will play a considerable part in moving 

the hearts of heads of state. 

Online peace letter form
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Webpage of the peace letter campaign, 

an introduction of the campaign
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With the three Inter-Korean Summits and one North Korea-US Summit in 

2018, the wind of peace has risen over the Korean Peninsula. Along with 

this atmosphere, the International Peace Youth Group (IPYG) organized the 

program called the Cultural Study of Peaceful Unification for Youth in the 

Era of Unification of Korea. 

This program was attended by approximately 20 children from the region-

al community child center. It was aimed at helping children to grow as lead-

ers for the future generation by surveying children’s current understand-

ing of unification and educating them to become familiar with the concept 

of world peace and unification of the Korean Peninsula. 

Meeting Children who are  
Future Leaders for Unification

F E AT U R E  A R T I C L E  1

Youth of Gwangju dreaming of the era of unification

▶

Children who completed the education about peaceful unification

Toy paper activityAfter the peace dove and peace letter activity

The education was held three times 

under the following themes: seed card; 

paper toy; and peace dove and peace 

letter. Before the program, when chil-

dren were asked about unification, 

they answered, “indifferent,” or “un-

necessary.” However, children were 

gradually more aware of the necessi-

ty to unification and were positively 

anticipating the reunited Korea at the 

end of the education.  

Seed card was a card game where 

children could ask themselves what 

they can do for peaceful unification. 

Through the game, they could think 

about peace and unification. At the end 

of the day, they realized that they could 

be part of the way to achieve unifica-

tion by participating in the game. 

During the paper toy activity, children 

drew a picture of themselves after uni-

fication is achieved. Before the activity, 

they were quite skeptical about unifi-

cation because they feared there would 

be too many abrupt changes. However, 

they realized that ‘they have the same 

dream’ even after unification.  

For the peace dove and peace letter 

activity, children used their hands 

to draw the doves of peace and wrote 

peace letters to the president. This 

activity inculcated in their minds a 

strong yearning for peace.  



Affiliation with the IPYG

Chairman Man Hee Lee speaking at the 2019 Southeast Asia Peace Forum
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To discuss about a practical solution and the development for peace, approx-

imately 1,000 political leaders, religious leaders, heads of NGOs, women, and 

youth from member states of the Association of South-East Asian Nations 

(ASEAN) attended the 2019 Southeast Asia Peace Summit held in Phnom Penh, 

the capital city of Cambodia, on Feb 21st. 

Under the theme of ‘Cooperation and Leap for the Realization of Peace,’ this 

event focused on the efforts to develop peace in the Southeast Asia for the 

prevention of terrorism, extreme violence and domestic conflict. The partic-

ipants discussed about submission of the DPCW to the UN as a resolution and 

partnerships to promote common development of peace worldwide. 

The 2019 Southeast Asia  
Peace Forum: Discussing  
a Practical Answer to Peace

F E AT U R E  A R T I C L E  2

Dasarang Children Welfare Center and Gwangcheon Children Welfare 

Center both conducted the program, responded positively to the program 

and joined the IPYG to continue the program with the IPYG.  

Through the network of regional children centers, they will conduct vari-

ous programs with the IPYG  to promote peaceful unification among youth 

and to continuously express their heart for unification to the president.  

Through the Cultural Study of Peaceful Unification for Youth in the Era of 

Unification of Korea, Gwangju and Jeonnam Branch of the IPYG planted a 

proper understanding of peaceful unification in youth and spoke on behalf 

of this generation. The IPYG will promote the network of regional child 

centers and continue to send peace letters to the president.



북한 음식을 즐기며 토론하는 외국 국적, 남한 출신 청년들
Commemorative photo with high-level officials who responded to the peace letter from youth Performance about submitting the DPCW to the UN as a resolution through the Peace Letter Campaign
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Mr. Parlindungan Purba, who is the Re-

gional Representative Council of Chair-

man of the Second Session, Republic 

of Indonesia, pleaded for submission 

of the DPCW to the UN as a resolution, 

“We will make clear and practical 

plans to increase the number of DPCW  

supporting countries. There is also a 

moral obligation to fulfill our mission 

to promote peace and the DPCW, and we 

should be peace creators.” 

The Declaration of Peace and Cessation 

of War (DPCW) which was drafted by le-

gal experts includes principles of peace 

such as the prohibition of use of force, 

friendly relations among nations, 

peaceful settlement of disputes. Fur-

thermore, it emphasizes respect and 

dialogue between religions and creat-

ing and spreading the culture of peace 

by encouraging the participation of civ-

il society. 

Calling upon people to cooperate to im-

plement the DPCW as a legally binding 

document, Man Hee Lee, the Chair-

man of HWPL, stated, “We have the 

answer to the cessation of war and the 

achievement of peace which is the 10 

articles and 38 clauses of the DPCW. No 

one in the world refuses peace. Each 

head of state must do what their peo-

ple and nations want. This is truly what 

the politics ought to be like for peace 

and prevention of people from death.  

No one should disturb the work of 

peace, but people should all partic-

ipate in the work of peace. When we 

work for peace, this will become a his-

tory like light shining in the world.” 

The leaders, students, and citizens 

who attended the forum wrote peace 

letters to their heads of states, inter-

national organizations and high-level 

officials, urging them to support the 

DPCW. Meanwhile, the high-level of-

ficials wrote the letters of support for 

the DPCW in response to peace letters 

from youth. About 1,000 participants 

signed in support of the DPCW to be 

implemented as international law.  

An HWPL representative stated, “the 

strategy of gathering the government 

and civil society becomes the driving 

force in development of peace. HWPL 

has proposed to UN officers from 145 

countries the need of global solidarity 

for peace. It also signed an MOU with 

the Pan-African Parliament, which is 

under the African Union with 55 Afri-

can nations. As this network for peace 

has developed to an organization of 

this forum, governmental officers, 

heads of NGOs and the civil society 

urged the UN and the globe to support 

the international law for peace and 

human rights.”



The IPYG Performance
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On February 15th, a grand peace festival was held under the theme 

of “We are One for Peace to Attain Sustainable Development”. About 

30,000 participants gathered at the Philippine Sports Stadium in 

Bulacan in order to forge international peace solidarity. 

We are One for Peace to Achieve Sustainable Peace

F E AT U R E  A R T I C L E  3

PEACE Festival & Grand 
Launching of Volunteer  
Individuals for Peace (VIP)  
in partnership with HWPL

▶

peace rally together and will devote all 

my best efforts to serve you, the heroes of 

peace, in order to achieve peace.” 

In his speech, Chairman Man Hee Lee of 

HWPL stressed the importance of unit-

ing as one as we are all peace messengers 

regardless of religion and nationality. He 

also urged for the collective efforts of all 

members of society to establish sustaina-

ble development and peace secured by an 

international law for peace. “If one is born 

as a member of the family in this global 

village in this era, he or she should become 

a messenger of peace in order to make the 

war cease and work for sustainable devel-

opment of peace that will become a legacy 

for future generations,” Mr. Lee said. 

This festival was co-organized by Heav-

enly Culture, World Peace, Restoration of 

Light (HWPL) - a UN-affiliated NGO head-

quartered in South Korea - and Volunteer 

Individuals for Peace (VIP), a non-profit 

corporation registered with the Securities 

and Exchange Commission (SEC) in the 

Philippines. The event was attended by so-

cial, educational, and political figures such 

as governors, 11 Davao chiefs, presidents of 

16 universities, professors, students, citi-

zens and media. In the opening ceremony, 

students from 13 universities conducted 

parades and performances for the festival. 

The Honorable Wilhelmino M. Sy-Alva-

rado, the Governor of the province of Bu-

lacan, delivered his welcoming message, 

saying “I thank all those who made this 

The stadium filled with university students
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As part of common endeavor for the 

establishment of an international law 

for peace, the General Director of In-

ternational Peace Youth Group (IPYG), 

Mr. Young Min Chung, encouraged 

the participants to support the Decla-

ration of Peace and Cessation of War 

(DPCW), to develop it into a legally 

binding framework.

The DPCW was drafted by a collabora-

tion of international law experts and 

HWPL in a search for a resolution that 

would put a stop to war and build sus-

tainable peace in the global society. It 

includes provisions to cease war-relat-

ed actions and to realize peace, such as 

respect for international law, prohibi-

tion of the use of force, peaceful dis-

Dr. Ronald Adamat, Commissioner of the Commission on Higher Education 

(CHED), as well as Chairman of VIP, expressed the expectation of further 

partnership to promote peace education and projects for the establishment 

of a culture of peace by saying, “the value of our organization and this MoA, 

is to transform the Philippines into a society where people will live in har-

mony and respect each other to attain sustainable development for peace.” 

The event concluded with a signing ceremony to make the “Philippines 

Peace Declaration” a common standard protocol in achievement of nation-

al and global peace by excluding all forms of armed conflict, supporting all 

efforts for harmony and educating values of respect, love, and understand-

ing to the people.

Students in preparation for the Performance

Peace Performance by Filipino students

pute settlement, ethnic/religious har-

mony and spreading a culture of peace.

According to organizers of the event, 

this festival was the result of a strate-

gic partnership between HWPL and 

VIP to seek international cooperation 

for peace-building from civil society 

groups in the Philippines and South 

Korea through education and cam-

paigns as a cultural approach. A Mem-

orandum of Agreement (MoA) was 

signed between State Universities and 

Colleges (SUCs) and Local Universities 

and Colleges (LUCs) in order to expand 

peace activities. Also, they  established 

January 24th as ‘the Day of Peace’, the 

day of which they would continuously 

support the DPCW. 
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Opening Remark by IPYG 
General Director

Greetings and welcome, I am the General 

Director of the IPYG, Young Min Chung. I 

would like to begin by expressing my grat-

itude for you all attending today’s event. 

As a part of the IPYG’s initiatives of 2019 

for the peaceful unification of Korean 

Peninsula, the campaign titled “North and 

South, Let’s be “US” Again,” is organized 

today with the Opening Ceremony of the 

first class of the campaign and peace lec-

ture. Once again, welcome to the Opening 

Ceremony of the campaign. 

Before the lecture, I will briefly explain 

the aim and purpose of this campaign. 

The Korean Peninsula is the only divided 

nation in the world. Yet it was not the de-

L E T T E R  T O  I P Y G

- To Youth Who Are Hoping for the Peaceful Unification  
  of Korean Peninsula

- From the Opening Ceremony of the First Class of ‘North  
  and South, Let’s Be “Us” Again’ on Feb 9th 

desired. In such tragic circumstances, the 

wind of peace finally blew over the Korean 

Peninsula in 2018. In three rounds of the 

Inter-Korean Summit and the U.S-North 

Korean Summit, people saw the poten-

tial of the denuclearization of the Korean 

Peninsula. Therefore, as an organization 

working for global peace, the IPYG decided 

to participate in the movement of peaceful 

unification and to actively take a leading 

role in the work for a peaceful unification 

of the Korean Peninsula. 

When it comes to the word “unification”, 

there are two sides of meaning: hope and 

pressure. Considering the cost of unifi-

cation and various social issues that will 

rise after unification, some people might 

be skeptical about unification. However, 

there is something we need to consider. 

South Korea has been putting effort to join 

the ranks of advanced nations through the 

third and fourth Industrial Revolutions. 

In addition, North Korea has been seeking 

ways to guarantee its people the livelihood 

and to develop its economy. Under these 

circumstances, a peaceful unification of 

the Korean Peninsula is the inevitable 

gateway to prosperity and an advanced na-

tion in a long term. When we think of it on 

cision of the Korean people. In 1945 near 

the end of World War II, heads of victors 

held the Yalta Conference, the Potsdam 

Conference, and the Moscow Conference 

of Foreign Ministers, during which they 

decided to divide the Korean Peninsula 

into the North and the South. The voice 

of the Korean people was not reflected in 

this decision. During the Korean War, ap-

proximately four million Koreans died. 

Youth who still had dreams for future were 

forced into the battlefield and died there. 

This was not the end of the story. Young 

people from the North and South Korea are 

still pointing guns at each other. This was 

neither a choice the Korean people made 

nor the correct direction of peace that was 



모하메드 유숩, 마타라 시장에게 피스레터 전달
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a global scale, one of the greatest risks that 

South Korea has is the risk of division. The 

peaceful unification of the Korean Pen-

insula is the process that the two Koreas 

must go through in order to have further 

development and to guarantee the securi-

ty of Korean citizens. Therefore, the IPYG 

would like to provide the direction and 

work together for peaceful unification.  

However, the IPYG does not claim that the 

unification should be done in a certain way 

or form because people have different per-

spectives on the definition and proper  the 

time of unification. Some people think of 

unification in certain ways such as with-

in the field of economy, geographical bor-

der, or administrative system. People have 

different views on the time it will happen. 

For instance, some people look ahead and 

think it would be done in 10 years, 50 years, 

or even 100 years. Having various opin-

ions the IPYG, on behalf of the civil society 

particularly youth, will let their voice for 

peaceful unification of the Korean Penin-

sula and their hope for it be heard by the 

government. By spreading the passion of 

Korean youth for peaceful unification, the 

IPYG will urge and guide the government 

to pursue peace policies, continuously giv-

ing them guides and urging them with the 

voice of people. As a part of that project, 

IPYG will organize various campaigns be-

sides this event for unification of the Kore-

an peninsula. I kindly suggest that each of 

you here be actively involved in this cam-

paign and take a bold step together toward 

unification. Once again, I would like to 

thank everyone who took part in the event 

here today.

700 Peace Letters from the Albanian youth were Delivered to 

the Former President of Albania

A F F I L I AT E  U P D AT E

Dr. Rexhep Meidani, Former 
President of Albania, Heard 
the Voice of Youth for Peace

On January 18, 2019, Oltiana Rama, a project manager of the Albanian 

youth group PVN Albania brought 700 hand-written peace letters about 

the hope of youth to the office of Dr. Rexhep Meidani, who is the 3rd Al-

banian President. 

PVN Albania has been working with the International Youth Peace Group 

(IPYG) to promote the awareness of peace in the young people of Albania. 

Among them, the latest project, which began in November last year, was 

first created by various young people from all walks of life. This project is 

aimed to support the Declaration of Peace and Cessation of War (DPCW), 

which is supported by the president of this country and is promoted by 

him to continuously spread the culture of peace within the country. 
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Gwangcheon Child 
Welfare Center

Dasarang Child  
Welfare Center

Jeunesse D’abord GABON

N E W  M E M B E R S

Republic of Korea

Republic of Korea

Gabon

Meeting between Dr. Rexhep Meidani, the Former President of Albania,  
and the head of the Albanian youth organization

The Former President Dr. Rexhep Meidani promised young people that he would 

support the DPCW and said that Albanian young people should have a continuous 

interest and participate  in international peace activities.

Meanwhile, the IPYG plans to carry out various projects in Albania, including the 

May 25th Peace walk this year.

The encounter between the Albanian youth and the Former President of Albania 

proved that the Albanian youth will become strong supporters of peace.  PVN Alba-

nia also expressed its initiative to send peace letters of the youth to the current pres-

ident of Albania within a short period of time from now.
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